
 

 

ADOBE ILLUSTRATOR  

 

Why use Illustrator? 

So you’re looking to create something rad—why 

should you use Illustrator to do so? Adobe Illustrator is 

a program for graphic designers. With it, you can 

create images, logos, designs for postcards, t-shirts, 

stickers, and of course, documents for web and print 

audiences. Illustrator is particularly useful because it 

allows you to make files in vector format, so you can 

resize your work for a wide range of purposes without 

the pixelation that you find in raster graphic jpegs. 

And even better, you don’t have to be a graphic 

designer to take advantage of all the cool artistic 

effects.  

 

 

Getting Started: 

Go to File>New, and name your file. You can switch 

the profile from [Custom] to [Print] to [Web] as well as 

the size depending on your project—for this design, I 

selected size A3 so it could be printed as a large 

poster. The orientation and bleed can be changed 

here as well.   

 

 

 

 

 



The Toolbar: 

To start, let’s talk about your toolbar and the 

elements that you’ll most likely use when creating 

basic illustrations. With your toolbar, you can create 

most of the lines, shapes, and brushstrokes that 

make up your art.  

 The black arrow allows you to select an 

object.  

 The gray arrow allows you to select specific 

parts of an object.  

 The pen tools allow you to create straight 

and curved lines.  

 With the T box, you can create text boxes. 

 The rectangle box allows you to create 

rectangles, rectangles with rounded edges, 

ellipses, circles, polygons, stars, and flares. To 

change this box, double click and a 

submenu will appear. 

 The line tool is another way to create lines. 

 The brush and pencil are used for drawing, 

and the eraser for erasing.  

 The rotate symbol will allow you to rotate or 

reflect objects. 

 Using the shape builder tool, you can 

combine simple shapes into one more 

complex.  

 The eye dropper tool is particularly useful 

when you’re trying to match shades. If you 

have a photograph on your art board, you 

can simply click on part of it with the 



eyedropper, and that will create a new color swatch for you to use.  

 You can create a color spectrum with blend tool or a gradient with the gradient tool. 

 

Creating Shapes: 

So, you want to make a cool shape that isn’t 

one of the options on your tool bar? 

Awesome! Simply make the pieces of your 

shape and select both, holding down [Shift]. 

Then select the shape-builder tool and drag 

your cursor over the shaded sections that you 

want to join. To subtract a part of the shape, 

hold down [Alt] while dragging your cursor. 

https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/how-

to/shape-builder-easy.html  

However, if you want to simply group shapes, 

and not combine them, you can do that by 

holding down [Shift] while selecting each 

component object, and then right clicking 

and choosing “Group.” 

Learning about Lines: 

 To create lines, you can use the line tool, as 

well as pens, pencil, and brush tools. Each is 

best suited for different purposes—the line tool 

helps with making segments, while the pen, 

pencil, and brush tool lend themselves to 

more free-form lines. To customize the shape 

and color of your line, you can select stroke 

and edit the stroke color, adjust the line 

thickness, and brush stroke. To access more 

brush strokes, click on the library icon and 

experiment with the many options.  

https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/how-to/shape-builder-easy.html
https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/how-to/shape-builder-easy.html


Choosing a Color Palette:  

To create a color palette for your design, you 

can choose from the basic colors, or select 

specific shakes by using the hex number. To 

find a pre-made color theme that works with 

your project, you can select the library icon 

and browse the themes, and then select a 

specific theme and edit it by double clicking 

on the folder icon. This can even be done after 

finalizing artwork by checking the recolor art 

button.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making Your Own Pattern: 

In addition to choosing colors and gradient 

effects already in Illustrator, you can also 

create your own patterns. Simply draw your 

pattern—I choose to create a flower with the 

charcoal brush, then select the shape and 

drag it over to the color palette. Clicking on 

the color square will bring up a pattern option 

menu, where you can change the grid, size, 

and layout of the pattern. Be sure to click 

[Done] to save changes. Then when you 

create an object, apply the pattern as you 

would a normal color. 



Adding an Effect: 

The basic shapes in your toolbar can take you 

far, but for more options check out the effect 

tab. Under this tab, you can change the 

shape of your object, distort and transform 

your object’s edges, and even add styles and 

textures. Checking [Preview] when selecting 

an effect will allow you to see the changes 

before you make them. The Adobe help site 

has a number of excellent tutorials that allow 

you to practice using effects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Layers:  

When you’re creating a complicated graphic, it 

can get messy with the many images. Adding 

layers allows you to separate these images. 

Simply check the layout tab to see your layers, 

and then clicking on the eye will make them 

visible or invisible, while the lock will unlock or lock 

them. To add another layer, simply clock on the 

top right box, and select [Add new layer]. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Resources: 

 The Adobe Illustrator welcome page has excellent tutorials that combine, text, video, and even 

interactive games to help you with basic and even more complex illustrator issues. 

https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/tutorials.html 

http://www.lynda.com/Adobe-training-tutorials/105-0.html 

 

 

 

 

 

https://helpx.adobe.com/illustrator/tutorials.html
http://www.lynda.com/Adobe-training-tutorials/105-0.html

